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Members of the Rivertime Plavers do far more than rehearse and stage plays each year,
The entire cast works tirelessly to produce sets, props, costumes, makenp, ights, sound,
ticket sales, posters, candy boxes and popeorn sales, The poster above was designed and
created by Mark Tubbs, who has been with the group sinee its Inesption.

By Pam Mclzaha
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Members of Parsons' own
truveling lenl reperioite com-
pany, the Rivertime Flayers, gre
gearing up for a saries of per
formances of Hroke with the
Wi under the big top that will
beprin nex! wenkend with a Fro-
day evening show and Sunday
matines, followed by ancther
™ |J-|=|1*.:-r|r|.:;|'||'|‘-:. T Tl o iy
Priday and Saturday rughts,

The teml show probably is
the mearast thing we hove to
Fenulne American folk theater,
Fop over 100 YEAE, rr:'l'-.'t_-lirg'
Tent shows represented an inte
#ral chapler of American the-
ater history. In small towns, ke
Parsons, that could not suppart
a full-rhine playhouse, the shows
wiaikl come 1o the !_'I-el.-'|_1||-', [i]=
stack and barnel,

Those who hawve lived in the
area long enaugh can remeam-
ber the excliement falt by the
Communry when the old temt
shows rolled inte lown, The
Memphis-based Bishea's Coma-
diars eptertained thousands as
The ¥ Trave| e rh1|.-|_:||£h e
pmesses apd Konm ky from the
late *Z0°s wntil the late "60's,
with Parsons being the second
stap on theirtour. Each evaning
The show Ill:'_g an with a 3
minute concert by the orches
tri. followed by o three or four
act comedy or comedy drama
with vaudeville spaecialties be
Tween The acts “Tenl Show
Wesk ™ Ilrf_:J.lg-:hr & Tharry of actiyv-
ity and exhilaration,

The beginnings of the Par
=g tent show can be traced to
its original founder, ERichard
Hendermson who loFmed the
Hendersen Stock Company in
1858, Henderson formed the
company with the intention of
temporanily emplovirg hilmsetl
and  his  out-ofvwark  actor
friemds, and he towred his com-
pany antl his retirement in

1534,

Harodd Rosier, a leatured
actor in the show, managed the
company after Handerson's e
Heement. e laer porchased
the company from Hemderson™s
widew in 1937 and changed the
name 10 the Rosier Players.

In 15997 Rosier's widow do
fared The Tenl sl 1o e Diiwn
Larsen and the Flard Com Play-
ers of Gallatin, Tenn, The Hard
Com Players were 1 to L5
young actors hired to funcrion as
an ¢ld thme fenl Compsany and

museum  durng the Parsons
Peavine Herilage Festival, this
year the old-time Toby Tent
Show will present Broke With
the Wirkd, a farce with melodra-
muatic twisls = in a small sth-
orn town during The pest-Civil
War reconstruction years. The
play focuses on Scarlett (' Hara,
sEEntesn Vears alter the sarn
trying 1o keep her head aboye
waler os rising taxes threaten
har befoved Tara. The fun begins
when Scarlett receives a letter
annouRcing Ashley Wilkes im

Broke with the Wind

Performances are
* Friday, Seplember 30 at 8 p.m.
* Sunday matinee, October 2 at 2:30 p.m.
* Friday, October 7 at 8 p.m.
* Saturday, October 8 at 8 p.m.

For more information visit the Parsons Peavine wehsite
al hitpefparsonspeavinefestival.com

taur throwghout the Southesst in
the sumimers, The actors func.
toned as o troupe; driving the
trucks, cooking meals, selling
tickets, and skeping in smaller
temis surrounding the big tent in
Order 10 predect it from the
wlher

In Movember 2008 the show
was donated 1o the Parsons Arts
Council, With this gift of a 45" x
a0 temt, three 1942 stake
trucks, 300-400 original scripls,
sostumes, painted drops (ssme
100 yaars old), 300 blus folding
chairs, and other necessities of
e mmad, the Brvertieme Plavers
were bom

With o nad Lo the commiemio-
ration of the Civil Way Sesqui-
cemtennial and the “Chll War
Hertage Divided Loyaltles Ex
hibit™ an display at the Parsons

minant arrival, while ar the same
Tite unbelknosynst 10 e Ehen
Butler is making his own way
back 1 the plantation,

The play was written by
Shane Bridges, who 15 2 long-
Time mrrember of the Toby troupe
His invalvement with the show
goes back 1o 1997, when he was
working with Dt Larsen and the
Hard Com Players,

Bridges, a professional actor
from Mashville, came o Par
sones Lo direct the Gest tent shoaw
production in 2007, Although
ke had Initially planned o exe
cute g performance of The He
tum of Aunt Susan, bl after
taking one lexk at what be eu-
phemistically calls the “green’
troupe, he quickly decided to
-:|l:":'l|'.-llg'!':'ll:1ﬂ b I|-:]|'_‘:-:-,"-: 0 & per
formanee of the voudevitlion

How MNow White Cow, or You
Can Put Your Shoes i the
Owen, But That Dan't Make ‘em
Biscuirs

Elicia Jo Spain wias the only
parsan to show up to the audi-
tions. Sludy Daugherty ap
proached me ghout doing the
audition for the show, | remem-
bier going there nol Knowing
what to expect since [ had never
acted in a play before. Wl 1o
my surprise [ was the onky par-
Ticapant, S0 reeedless 1o say, |
was cast.” The rest ol the inex-
perienced cast  consisted of
[ravid Tavlar, who had mads a
gulck and random trigp fo the
irditicipial bublding and found
himsell hormswaggled inta the
theater arts by Daugherty; and
Doty Hill and Mark Tubbs,
who found out thraugh Taylor
“That rh:_":' had Besn Yolum-
teered”™ as well, The first cast
alzn incheded Clayton Chuinn.

The fledgling group had only
four weeks to prepare for thelr
fiis peffornnnee, ane That ad-
mittedly was beld on o wing and
a praver. They never even had a
dress rehwarsal. They appeared
cnstage that firs Saturday night
I ot o & sTanding-reom -only
crowd. 1t was the frst timae that
they had rendered the play from
the beginning to the end. <1
mevar forget the lank on his face
when we Timshed That st
show,”™ said Tubbs, speaking of
Bridges.

The next year Bridges agaln
reture] o Parsans 19 tackle
The Return of Aunl Susan, a
mehlrima with & dry serpd end
few jokes that would require
mare skills from his young
Troupe. [n order 1o engige the
addience, Bridges demanded
very fight and precise stage
mavemeants ta giva the feel of
pld-stvle theatar. He drilled his
cast with techideal motiodns that
were diffecult for even The most
seasonid actors,  but they rose
ta the oocasion. Once again, the
public response was remarkable
and ey el Mg

In 20083, when Bridges macle
his annuoal trip to Parsons and
the tent show, he came bearing
a full-length, three-act play he
had written hiresel, Lesd Petu
mias, an homage 10 & popular
southern movia, The production
was 50 popalar that & second
night was added to the bill

Im 20110, The: group |H|:r':'|ﬁ_| T
% s anmd recreared thedr first
eflort, How Mow, While Cow
with edded vaudeville acts. By
this time, not anly the commu-
r.ir_f,-'h intepast wWas phgued, but
people were beginnirg 1o travel
mary rriles bo ba ahle o wilness
an ald-time traveling tent reper-
talre cormpany in action

Aot This Time LI-rI-:I;-'-_In-.-, lire

A1 Toak & Curous Term. Shoatly
after the birth of his daughter,
ke was offered the opportunity
. move to Parsons  from
Maskvalle 1o serve a8 Thie direc.
tor of The Digimal Factory, Mot
only was il a wonderful oppor-
tunity, the move placed him
sguarely in the middis of the
theater communiy that ke had
ErCw R 10 |ove,

Bridges was taying with the
idea of writing & play called
Orlving Miszs Crazy undil
Daugherty  approached  him,
a:lgglﬂﬁllg That he sCrIpl this
Vear's seenario 1o correlate with
the Civil War Thus, Broke with
the Wind was bom,

The Rivertime Plavers have
evolved 1o a tight comermenity
of thespians with the same com
aroup that appeared onstage
that first might In 2007, “That sae
audiion has wirmesd oot 1 bea
[E-|I;"!-\5-II'|'E:_ ft only Because we
#el 1o bring a Bitle amusemant Lo
the folks who attend but masthy

The News Leader, September 25, 2011

Broke With the Wind under the big top

Cast members Mark Tubbs, Shane Bridges and Dotty Hill
rehearse for this vear's tent show performance, Broke
With the Wind. Bridges also wrote the seripd for the play,
which is set in the Civil War era.

The stage has been set for this year's performances, slated
for Seplember HY, and Ocleber 2,7 and 8.

A view from the stage of the tent shiow in 1952 gives a good
loak at w Tall howse with an excited audiones.

because all of the cast has
formed spescit] Bonds That | be-
ligtwe willl st forewver, Wi an: like
one big family,” says Spain.
The troupe has grown o in-
clude Adam Stanford, Alyssa
Brittain, Jeit Stout, Bill White,
Bret Jordan, Caral Shaw,
Hunter Jordan, Jenni Tumer,
and George Pattigrew. "We defi-
nitely look forward to each
vear's  performances,”  savs
Tubtrs, "W gol a Bitle tired after
gight weeks of preparation, but
it is & hlast. When it is aver, we
wonder what to do next.” [n ad-
dinon o rehearsals Thres oF Tour
daws g weokl, cast members are
alzo responsible for set design
and construction, Ccostames,
props, makeup, Hghts, sound,
Ticker sales, posters, candy
boses amd poposm sales 16
make each year's evants o suc-
ress, Most are shameless ahouwt
tapping the falemts of their
Imefids and Felatives 6 thels
quest 19 make each perfomance
bigger and beiter The plavers
spank gratefully of Stanford’s
mather and the Rivertime
PRayers poamst, Farncia Stan-
ford, who, in 2008 appeared “like

a gusrdian anged” in their time of
need. “Patricii 15 a vital part of
whal we do every year” Bridges
s,

Bridges is alse quick to note
the tremendous cortributions
mace each Year by Waine Lyles
and the Parsons Public Works
Department. "We could not do
this without them.”

The Rivertime Players have
ushefed In & few efa for Thedr
company with the certification
of their group as a 01 (<& en-
tity. This states makes them ali-
aihbla fir Frants and
Tax-deducrable donations,
which they hope will enable
tham to grow exponentially
With cne of the last tent shows
in the United States, the sppar
Aty T bild o what has been
givan o the ity ol Parsons is
one that many look forward to,

All agres, however, that it is
the support of the community
that iakes their efforts warth
while “[1 is amazing when You
stop to think that about 20% of
the people of Parsons comea to
sae the show,™ Bridges notes,
“We sure try to give them their
manay’s worth,” adds Tubbe,



