Young Rivertime Players
proudly present

“Hot Shot Pete Steams Though Time”

Choo Chooing thru history
Writer, producer and director Shane Bridges is working with the new cast of this
year’s production of “Hot Shot Pete Streams Through Time”. The show is a hilarious rendition of the last 100 years of Parsons’ history. The show will be presented on April 5 and April 6. See story for complete details.
If you don’t know much
about the history of Parsons
in the last 100 years, then you
might want to learn. You
might not be leaning history
through the normal avenues
and you might even cry from
laughing, but mind you –– you
will learn as the kids present
the history lesson commemorating Parsons’ 100th birthday!
Mark your calendar for
Friday, April 5 at 7 p.m. or
Saturday, April 6 at 7 p.m. to
be at the Parsons Municipal
Building. Admission will be
$6 for adults and children 12
and under will only pay $2.
Cast
members
include
Ryleigh Beecham, Haylee
Smith, Stetson Coupous,
Madison Davis, Jerry Evans,
Tiffany Flowers, Weston
Flowers, Madison Goff, Angelina Hicks, Ivan Hobbs,
Jesse Hobbs, Jenni Turner,
Hunter Jordan, Andrew
Lawlor, Molly Lawlor, Blaine
Lindsey, Amber Lyles, Jake
Lyles, Brianna Mills, Hannah
Mills, James Moore, Cole
Powers and Drake Sills.
Shane Bridges, the author

and producer of the play, says
the kids’ theater has evolved
over the years.
“This is something that
Mark (Tubbs) and Elicia
(Spain) started doing while I
was still living in Nashville,”
noted Bridges. “Two years
ago was my first chance to
work with it. I jumped in at
the last minute and used my
experience to tighten it up a
little and it was a great show.
Last year was my first year
getting involved. I knew it was
tough to get all the kids here
for rehearsal. Last year’s
show allowed a lot of flexibility. We had 19 kids in it. This
year I wrote the show and we
have 23 kids. I wrote the show
to accommodate all of them.”
Bridges says he worked
with the metro parks and theater classes in Nashville before he moved to Decatur
County. He worked with kids
ages five through high school.
“The kids there are more
jaded,” related Bridges.
“There’s more exposure to
the arts. Our kids here seem
to really want to be part of the
arts. They just don’t have a lot

of opportunity. There’s plenty
of ball and stuff. Kids here
hunger to be part of something and sports are not
everyone’s cup of tea. It’s rewarding to me for kids to be
part of a team sport. They all
have responsibilities and in
the end we all pull together
and have fun. They have a
sense of accomplishment of
having won the game.”
Bridges says that the art of
acting teaches children communication skills, creativity
and how to present themselves and have fun at the
same time.
Tubbs and Spain may not
be in the spotlight during the
children’s play, but you better
believe they are a big part of
its success. Both Tubbs and
Spain, along with Bridges, are
always main characters in the
yearly Toby Shows, but in this
play, they are the backbone
workers. Both say they got
volunteered by others to be
part of the Toby Show, but
they wouldn’t trade it for anything.
“Judy Daugherty called
and said they needed some-

body,” recalled Spain. “I used
to be in a group from Lexington who did pantomime for
benefits and I don’t mind
making a fool of myself. I’m
talented by default. The first
show, I was the only one who
showed up for the first rehearsal.”
Spain says the tent show
group is like a big family.
They have added others
throughout the years and she
has been with it almost seven
years with no sign of slowing
down.
“I didn’t know anything
about an audition,” confessed
Tubbs. “I got volunteered to
do the show, but I’ve had a
blast every year. It takes a lot
of time to get it together with
rehearsals, costumes and the
set, but it’s still a lot of fun. To
me, they (the Toby group) are
always fun to be around, always cracking each other up
and we trust each other in
what we’re doing. It makes it
easy to get out there and try
something different.”
All the kids in this year’s
cast will quickly tell you the
big reason they are in this
year’s production is that it is
fun!
“It’s fun and it’s not hard
memorizing the lines,” says
Ryleigh, age 13. “I really enjoy
acting.”
“It’s informative about the
town’s history and it makes
learning fun,” Stetson, age 11,
points out.
“I’ve enjoyed it very
much!” announced twelveyear-old Haylee. “I like the
people, the play, the acting.
Everything is all good.”
When she was asked if she
was any good at acting, her
reply was simple. “I can’t say.
That’s not my opinion. I can’t
say that I am or I can’t say I’m
not, but I’ve been told I’m
pretty good!”
Ten-year-old
Breanna
Mills admits, “I love doing
theater, love being on stage,
just being funny and having
fun.”
Molly Lawlor says, “It’s
giving me something to do
and I get to work with great

cast members.”
“I’ve been doing plays for a
while,” Hannah Mills, 16,
noted. “It’s opened a whole
new door to creativity and
your imagination. When you
get to be older, people have to
set behind a desk and push
pencils, but this can help you
in situations when you need
to step back and have a new
outlook. I just feel like entertaining other people and I’m
glad I can give them a laugh.
That’s rewarding.”
“I like doing this cause a lot
of people in my class like
plays and everyone says are
you in the play, are you in the
play, what’s it’s about, what’s
it about and I describe it. I tell
how the play is named. The
name describes most of the
play. I try to get my friends to
come,” commented nineyear-old Andrew Lawlor.
Jerry Evans, 16, reports, “I
feel like I’m doing the best
thing. The shows are just interesting and I’m glad I’m a
part of it.”
“I wanted to be more involved in stuff like this and I
like acting,” relates Tiffany
Flowers, 13. “I’ve been in
plays since I was little and I
hope I’m good.”
“I like this because most of
the time at school, they don’t
have school plays, so this
gives me a chance to act,”
states Weston Flowers, 9. “My
parents don’t normally let me
do stuff like this. I’m more of
a sports person, but I just
wanted to try it and it is pretty

fun!”
“I just done this acting
cause people wanted me in it
and I never do anything,” admitted 12-year-old Ivan
Hobbs. “Now I like it and I’ll
probably do it again.”
“As a kid, I always used to
play by myself,” related 13year-old Blaine Lindsey.
“Here, I can be different characters and it’s nice to be in a
play and be a certain character.”
Amber Lyles, 11, says she
likes to make people laugh
and express herself, while her
little brother, Jake, 8, says it’s
fun and he gets to meet new
people.
“It’s sorta good!” nods
Jake.
“I love acting and this is really fun,” Madison Goff, 13,
pointed out. ”I get to hang out
with a lot of people, meet new
people and I just love it. I’m
great!”
Seventeen-year-old Jenni
Turner has been acting in the
plays since she was in the seventh grade.
“It’s like family,” contends
Jenni. “I love being around
everyone here, love meeting
the new kids each year. I love
working with Shane. He’s so
talented and inspirational and
I love to be around him. It’s
fun to associate with other
young actors and actresses.”
It sure seems like the actors and actresses like the
show. Why don’t you show up
and see if you agree!

